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| walked into this gallery and "Wonderwall” by Oasis was playing from two big speakers,
followed by "Time to Pretend” by MGMT--two of my favorite dude jams! The gallery director
told me that it was a Smashing Pumpkins station on Pandora, and it was all part of the
exhibition by Tyler Dobson. Each of the speakers faced a tapestry stretched on a rectangular
frame, each of which depicted loose piles of printed photos. The photo piles had been
photographed and then sent to a weave-on-demand tapestry service, which made the
images look pixelated in thread, scraps of a pre-digital '90s past preserved in a cheap textile.
("Put it on a mug, it will last longer” would be a good slogan for those various Zazzle services
that turn your jpegs into things.) Tucked in the corner was a photo of a teen boy, shirtless,
smoking a joint. Apparently there are sites where guys upload their shirtless weed selfies,
just thousands of photos in the same pose. This is a recent phenomenon but because the
photo is printed out and has a slightly yellowish tinge (maybe a filter?), and the kid has
longish stoner hair, the image looks like it could be twenty, thirty years old (except for the
iPhone he's holding). The Smashing Pumpkins Pandora station, with its kind-of-edgy-but-
not-really songs from all over the 1990s and 2000s, is another reminder that all these soft
forms of rebellion are suspended in time, part of the repeating cycle of teens. There were
dead leaves strewn all over the floor, a gesture about the passage of time and youth that was
so obvious | almost rolled my eyes, but the brown-gray color looked so good with the
autumnal shades of the tapestries | gave the artist a pass.

47 Canal is a fairly young gallery, having opened in the spring of 2011. They had a really
exciting first season. But this past fall the quality seemed to lag a little as they tried to bring in
artists who they hadn't worked with before, and it made me a little worried. Tyler Dobson is
an artist | hadn't seen showing there before, and | really liked his worked, so | left the gallery
feeling optimistic. Can't wait to see what they do next!
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